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TIPS ON DEVELOPING “FAMILY WORSHIP”

“And all your sons will be taught of the LORD;

and the well-being of your sons will be great.”  Isaiah 54:13

In general, when approaching a daily practice of family worship, keep it
       

1. Geared to the family as a family, not just adults
           
        

2. Flexible in style, stressing fellowship with God

  
       

3. Relatively brief, like 5 to 10 minutes, depending on ages
    
           

4. Regular, like following a meal before leaving the table
      
       

5. Relevant so all can participate meaningfully

                 
Sing to God
-    Join together in praise, singing from memory until the youngest can 



      read, then use books as desired.  Our family grew up singing the 

Psalms of the Bible from the book  The Book of Psalms for Singing.*  

Listen to God  -   Join together in hearing from the Scripture, God’s holy word.  Keep it 


      brief.  There are many ways to do this, for example:

1. Tell the stories of the Bible, selecting on the basis of current family needs.

2. Use Bible story books geared for children at their various age levels, like


The Bible in Pictures for Little Eyes by Kenneth Taylor


The Child’s Story Bible in 3 vols. by Catherine Vos

3. Read in a modern translation the stories of the Bible using a guide like the


“Story Bible Reader”*

4. Read in a modern translation a particular book of the Bible noting its message

5. Memorize the 10 Commandments along with Galatians 3:13

6. Review the “story” of the Bible by memorizing the books of the Bible in order, and 


then memorize a key verse(s) for each book (materials available)

7. Memorize (and explain) the catechisms, such as, “First Catechism”* and the 
Westminster Shorter Catechism*
Talk to God
-    Join together in asking God for the things your family needs, remem-

                  bering to thank Him for what He has given.  At times intercede for others.  Be specific.  Give time for praise and adoration of God.  Review the Lord’s Prayer petition by petition, so in time prayers become balanced.  Let each member pray on occasion, but keep the language simple and the prayers brief.  Talk about the answers you have received.  Be real.  Don’t avoid sins: attitudes, conflicts, frustrations, etc., and confess them.  One thing to avoid: preaching at others in your prayers.  

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​__________________

* Available: Crown and Covenant Publications, 7408 Penn Ave., Pgh, PA 15208 USA
Also, for older families the following are good devotional guides:


Today - Back-to-God Hour, 6555 W. College Dr., Palos Hts., IL 60463 USA

Tabletalk - P.O.Box 547500, Orlando, FL 32854  USA 1-800- 435-4343


Closer Walk - Navigators, Box 6000, Colorado Springs, CO 80934 USA
“W O R S H I P    T H E    K I N G”
