Lafayette Family Seminar – August 22, 2009

Session Two – Youth 

Focus: Identifying and Directing Covenant Youth with Kingdom Purpose

Approach: Some lessons learned with our sons as they grew to and through 





their youth.
Theme Text: “And all your sons will be taught of the LORD; and the well-being of your sons will be great.”



Isaiah 54:13
Lessons Learned 
 1. Identity – Our children are “covenant” children to be led and taught accordingly.

“Behold, children are a gift of the LORD, the fruit of the womb is a reward.”


- Psalm 127:3.  Cf. The Covenant of Baptism of the RPCNA

 2. Adolescence – Beware the secular attitudes which have led to the “youth culture.”

“Indeed, it is useless to spread the baited net in the sight of any bird.” – Proverbs 
1:17.  “Adolescence” came onto the scene in the early 1900s; purely “western.”  

“The thing that impresses me most about America is the way parents obey their children” – 
Edward, Duke of Windsor (1895-1977).
 3. Attitude – Our children are to be instructed to prepare for adulthood, not youth.


“Hear, my son, and accept my sayings and the years of your life will be many.

I have directed you in the way of wisdom; I have led you in upright paths.”


- Proverbs 4:10,11.  Teach them one by one as they reach teen years.

  4. Mission – The home revolves around Christ’s call upon the family, not the children.

“God blessed them; and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the 
earth and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky 
and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”  - Genesis 1:28.  So caught 
up in the family’s work (think dad first), the home becomes a launching pad in 
youth being in turn caught up in God’s call on His people: the “cultural mandate”.
 5. Intimacy – Fathers are to share with their children their legacy in Christ and speak 


intimately about their experiences with their own fathers.  “…He commanded our 
fathers that they should teach…their children, that the generation to come might 
know….”  Children can know their parents personally when parents take time to 

share their own stories.  In old terms it’s called “porch time.”
 6. Distractions / Boundaries – Be aware of various influences and use them – or not 
use them – as lessons to be learned.  “I passed by the field of the sluggard…When 
I saw, I reflected upon it; I looked, and received instruction.” – Proverbs 24:30, 
32.  “The culture of the electronic media prescribes perpetual adolescence and consumption as 
developmental ideals.  Indeed, perpetual adolescence and consumption constitute the twin-pronged 
gospel of these media.” – Quentin Schultze et al in Dancing in the Dark.  We taught our boys 
to expect controversy with the culture in three areas: what is truth, what is 
valuable, and what is ethical; and this cannot be over-emphasized!  .

 7. Conversation – The dining table is the place for daily, meaningful talk and demands 
priority. “You shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of them when 
you sit in your house…. – Deuteronomy 6:7. “Commitment 
leads to guidance; 
guidance does not necessarily lead to commitment.”  
 8. Pressures – Discern the threats of culture creating pressures and counter them with 
positive options.  “And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that 
which is good and acceptable and perfect.” – Romans 12:2.  The church 
community, especially other adults, provides many of these creative options.
 9. Responsibility – Children learning responsibility early will generally carry it into 


adulthood.  “Train up a child in the way he should go, even when he is old he will 
not depart from it. – Proverbs 22:6.  Teach them how to make decisions on those 

things that don’t matter; later they will be able to make good decisions on what 
does matter. 

10. Respect – It’s incumbent upon parents to teach their children the lost art of 

“manners.”  “Honor your father and mother (which is the first commandment 
with a promise), so that it may be well with you, and that you may live long on the 
earth.” – Ephesians 6:2,3.  And this begins with the way husbands and wives treat 
each other.  

11. Faith – Fathers, and mothers, are to be alert to the working of the Holy Spirit in their 
children and help them repent and put their faith in Christ.  “When your son asks 
you in time to come, saying, ‘What do the testimonies and the statutes and the 
judgments mean which the LORD our God commanded you?’ then you shall 
say….” – Deuteronomy 6:20,21.  We lead our sons and daughters to respond to 
Christ’s call upon their lives and to confess Him in the church community.
12. Prayer – Nothing does more to encourage our children’s faith than experiencing  
answered prayer!  “Call unto Me and I will answer you, and I will tell you great 
and mighty things, which you do not know.” – Jeremiah 33:3.  Every issue of

family importance (including attitudes, sins, and needs) should be brought to God 
in prayer.  Such practice leads to peace in the home and joy in the answers!
13. Church – Covenant children come to recognize the place of Christ’s Church as they 
participate and identify with Christian friends of all ages.  “…For you once were 
not a people, but now you are the people of God; you had not received mercy, but 
now you have received mercy.” – I Peter 2:10.  Men do well to incorporate young 

men into their lives, drawing them into Christ’s service in and through the church.  

14. Giving – It’s not true that all teenagers are – or must be – selfish!  “Let our sons in 
their youth be as grown-up plants, and our daughters as corner pillars fashioned 
as for a palace.” – Psalm 144:12.  Serving – and giving – are learned qualities 
and largely reflect the values and attitudes in which they grew up. 
15. Etc. 
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